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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. scanning system comprising: 

aNprint device with a scanner function, which 
allows printing and scanning by selectively . mounting a 
5 print headland scan head on a head mounting : portion; 
and 

an exte3?nal computer which is connected to said 
print device to>sbe able to communicate therewith, and 
comprises a scannier software for controlling scanning 
10 of said print devic 

:an head is mounted on said 
a predetermined preparation 
svice communicates with said 
said scanner software. 
15 2, The system accordingVto claim 1, wherein said 

print device is designed toXsend a scanner start signal 
to said external computer wh\n said scan head is 
mounted on said head mounting V^ortion, said scanner 
software comprises a detection \nodule for detecting the 
20 scanner start signal, said dete(3tion module alone in 

said scanner software is running ^n a standby state in 
which said printer device has not ^een started as a 
scanner, and modules other than said detection module 
in said scanner software are started Vhen said 
25 detection module detects the scanner start signal, 



wherein when sj 
head mounting portion 
is detected, s^id priVitX 
external computer to ^t^ 
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3. TheN^ystem agcQrciing to claim 2, wherein when all 
the modules ii^S^aid^canner software are running, said 
detection module ute^^s^Ja sufficiently small work area of 
said external compjurtTer ctsmpared to other modules. 

4. The system according tbv^laim 1^. wherein said 
print head is an ink-jet print n^d. 

5. \A scanning system comprising: 
print device with a scanner function, which 

allows pointing and scanning by selectively mounting a 
10 print hea>^ and scan head on a head mounting ' portion; 
and 

an extd^srnal computer which is connected to said 
print device to. be able to communicate therewith, and 
comprises a scanner software for controlling scanning 
15 operation of said ^rint device, 

wherein when saJ.d scan head is mounted on said 
head mounting portion \nd an original is set on said 
print device, said prini\device communicates with said 
external computer to star^said software. 
20 6. The system according 1^9 claim 5, wherein said 

print device is designed to s^d a scanner start signal 
to said external computer when a^aid scan head is 
mounted on said head mounting por\ion, said scanner 
software comprises a detection module for detecting the 
25 scanner start signal, said detect ion Vodule alone in 

said scanner software is running in a ^andby state in 
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whicP^ said printer device has not been started as a 
scanneis, and modules other than said detection module 
in said sscanner software are started when said 
detection Njaodule detects the scanner start signal 
5 7. The s^tem according to claim 6, wherein when all 
the modules iV said scanner software are running, said 
detection moduAe uses a sufficiently small work area of 
said external computer compared to other modules. 

8. The system 3^ccording to claim 5, wherein said 
10 print head is an ii\k-jet print head. 

9. The system according to claim 5, further 
comprising prescan selection means for selecting 
whether or not a prescan is made upon scanning the 
original, and wherein wh>^n said scanner software is 

15 started and it is selecte^ by said prescan selection 
means that the prescan is -bip be made, an image of the 
original is prescanned and r^ad into said scanner 
software . 

10. The system according to ^laim 9, wherein said 
20 scanner software displays the p:^escanned and read image, 

11. A scanning system comprising: 

a print device with a scanndo: function, which 
allows printing and scanning by selectively mounting a 
print head and scan head on a head r\ounting portion; 
25 and 
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an external computer which is connected to said 
print desvice to be able to communicate therewith, and 
comprises\a scanner software which can control scanning 
of said priVb device, and an application software which 
5 can edit an rfriage scanned from said print device, 

wherein wien said scan head is mounted on said 
head mounting pcyttion and an original is set on said 
print device and said application software is running, 
said print device csommunicates with said external 
10 computer to start s^d scanner software, to read an 

image of the originalX into said scanner software, and 
to transfer the read image to said application software. 

12. The system according to claim 11, wherein said 
print device is designed Vo send a scanner start signal 

15 to said external computer ^hen said scan head is 

mounted on said head mountirrg portion, said scanner 
software comprises a detectiofe module for detecting the 
scanner start signal, said deteiction module alone in 
said scanner software is running; in a standby state in 

20 which said printer device has notXbeen started as a 

scanner, and modules other than saVd detection module 
in said scanner software are started when said 
detection module detects the scanner \start signal. 

13. The system according to claim 12\ wherein when 
25 all the modules in said scanner softwarie are running, 

said detection module uses a sufficiently small work 
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a:pea of said external computer compared to other 
modusles . 

14. \he system according to claim 11^, wherein said 
print he^d is an ink-jet print head, 
5 15. The Nsystem according to claim 11, further 
comprising prescan selection means for selecting 
whether or not\a prescan is made upon scanning the 
original, and wherein when said scanner software is 
started and it is ^elected by said prescan selection 
10 means that the presc^m is to be made, an image of the 
original is prescanned\and read into said scanner 
software , 

16. The system accordin^to claim 15, wherein said 
scanner software displays ttr^ prescanned and read image. 
15 17. The system according toVlaim 11, wherein said 
scanner software comprises applascation software run 
detection means for detecting whe^er or not said 
application software is running, 

18. ^A^method of controlling a scanning system, which 
20 comprises ^^xj^rint device with a scanner function, which 
allows printings^nd scanning by selectively mounting a 
print head and scanN;j0S^\on a head mounting portion, 
and an external compute^^^^:j*^ich is connected to said 
print device to be ableljxf c^smmunicate therewith, and 
25 comprises a scanner software whi^bh can control scanning 
of said print device, comprising theNstep of; 
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cdhts^lling said print device to communicate with 
said external co^put^fer so as to start said scanner 
software, when saiid^^fca^i head is mounted on. said head 
mounting portion and a preafe<ermined preparation is 
5 detected. 

19. \A method of controlling a scanning system, which 
comprises a print device with a scanner function, which 
allows pr\nting and scanning by selectively mounting a 
print head a^KKl scan head on a head mounting portion, 

10 and an externa\ computer which is connected to said 

print device to able to communicate therewith, and 
comprises a scannerS^of tware which can control scanning 
of said print device, Ncomprising the step of: 

controlling said p^int device to communicate with 

15 said external computer so \s to start said scanner 

software and to read an image^of the original into said 
scanner software, when said scan head is mounted on 
said head mounting portion and ark original is set on 
said print device. \ 

20 20. A method of controlling a scanning system, which 
comprises a print device with a scanned function, which 
allows printing and scanning by selectively ' mounting a 
print head and scan head on a head mountinV portion, 
and an external computer which is connected to said 

25 print device to be able to communicate therewith, and 

comprises a scanner software which can control scanning 



of^aid print device, and an application software which 
can ecKLt an image scanned from said print device, 
comprisinq the step of: 

controiJ_ing said print device to communicate with 
said external computer so as to start said scanner 
software, to read\an image of the original into said 
scanner software, ami to transfer the read image to 
said application, when \aid scan head is mounted on 
said head mounting portionNand an original is prepared 
on said print device and said\application software is 
running. \. 

21. \A storage medium that stores a control program 
for comssxolling a scanning system, which comprises a 
print devj\e with a scanner function, which allows 
printing and^^anning by selectively mounting a print 
head and scan he^^ on a head mounting portion, and an 
external computer wJ^dTch T:^ connected to said print 
device to be able to d^sj^imunicate therewith, and 
comprises a scanner soj^t^)iare which can control scanning 
of said print device, said control program comprising: 

a code of the step of controlling said print 
device to communicate with said exsternal computer so as 
to start said scanner software, when\^aid scan head is 
mounted on said head mounting portion, 

22. A stora^e^Nnedium that storfes a control program 
for controlling a ss^anning system, which comprises a 
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prim: device with a scanner function, which allows 
printVng and scanning by selectively mounting a print 
head and scan head on a head mounting portion, and an 
external\computer which is connected to said print 
5 device to loe able to communicate therewith, ' and 

comprises a^canner software which can control scanning 
of said prinA device, said control program comprising: 

a code o\ the step of controlling said print 
device to communicate with said external computer so as 
10 to start said scaViner software and to read an image of 
the original into said scanner software, when said scan 
head is mounted on said head mounting portion and an 
original is set on skid print device. 

23. A storage mediuitXthat stores a control program 
15 for controlling a scann\ng system, which comprises a 
print device with a scanAer function, which allows 
printing and scanning by selectively mounting a print 
head and scan head on a heaid mounting portion, and an 
external computer which is connected to said print 
2 0 device to be able to communicate therewith, and 

comprises a scanner software wlmch can control scanning 
of said print device, and an application software which 
can edit an image scanned from salLd print device, said 
control program comprising: \ 
25 a code of the step of controlmng said print 

device to communicate with said external computer so as 
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to star\ said scanner software, to read an image of the 
original \nto said scanner software, and to transfer 
the read imXge to said application software, when said 
scan head is mounted on said head mounting portion and 
an is set on sadd print device and said application 
software is runnxrig. 
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